1 Corinthians 6
1 Corinthians 6.1-6
V 1 – It appears here that Paul is talking about civil cases (v 7 – lawsuits), not felonies and
misdemeanors
-Knowing the Corinthian Christians, probably they were taking each other to court over
trivial things
-Did Paul ever use civil courts? Yes – Acts 25.11 – See also Romans 13.1-7
-Notice the use of the word "dare" here
-Can we take a non-Christian to court? Yes
-Can we take a fellow Christian to court on a civil matter? No
V 2-3 – 2 possible interpretations:
1. Christians' conduct will be the standard for the judging of the rest of the world at the end
of time
-See Matt. 12.41-42 – The people of Nineveh and the Queen of the South will "judge" those
who rejected Jesus Christ in the first century
2. Christians will literally assist Christ in judging people
-Matt. 19.28 (apostles), Luke 22.28-30, 2 Peter 2.4, Jude 6, Rev. 20.4 (Christian martyrs),
Rev. 3.21
V 4 – "of no account in the church"
-What does this say about the civil judges in Corinth? They were corrupt and
undependable
V 5 – A stinging question! (Especially after 4.8)
-A little satire – they held such a high opinion of themselves!
V 6 – Paul is getting upset again

1 Corinthians 6.7-11
V 7 – Paul's instructions? It is better to be wronged than to take a fellow Christian before a
civil judge
-See Matt. 5.38-42 – Turn the cheek if hit
-See 1 Peter 4.12-19 – We suffer as Christians
V 8 – The final result? They were insulting and defrauding fellow Christians
-Some use the church as a means of selling products, etc.
V 9 – Why the list in v 9-10? They are like those classes of sinners when they take each other
to court
V 11 – Washing away of sins: Acts 22.16 (Ananias to Paul), Eph. 5.25-26, Titus 3.5
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1 Corinthians 6.12-20
V 12 – Example: It is lawful to eat meat offered to idols
V 13 – The Corinthians must have thought that fornication was fine, because food was OK –
both are bodily functions
-Paul begins with a general principle and works down to specifics
-What restrictions are placed on Christian liberty in v 12? Some things can be expedient,
but we are not to be overcome by anything – in other words, nothing is to become a habit that
takes over our lives
V 15 – What is wrong with having relations with a prostitute? It is like joining the body of
Christ (or the Holy Spirit) with her
V 16 – A quote from Gen. 2.24 – also Matt. 19.5
V 17 – We are joined spiritually with the Lord
V 18 – All other sins generally involve other people, but fornication with a prostitute is for the
sole pleasure of one's own body – the woman is not considered to be human, only a machine
for sexual purposes
"Flee immorality"
-Do we have an example of this in the Old Testament? Joseph fled from Potiphar's wife
(Gen. 39.1-23)
-He was put in prison because of what he did, but he did not commit adultery with her
V 19 – The implications? We are not to do anything that would harm the physical body (this
covers a lot of sins that are commonly accepted by some Christians)
V 20 – Why take care of the body? Because it is the temple of the Holy Spirit
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